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Each person here represents 16,000 additional community 
college students of all backgrounds expected between 2009 
and 2019, if the state provides adequate funding.

Each person represents 2,200 
additional undergraduate students  
expected at California State 
University if adequate state funding 
is provided. 

Lining up for the 
State University

READY OR NOT, HERE THEY COME



First Finding

 Undergraduate enrollment demand at 
California State University is expected to 
increase from 362,226 students in fall 
2008 to 419,572 students in fall 2015, 
representing an overall 15.8% increase 
and an annual average growth rate of 
2.0% for the seven-year period.



Mid-Range and Baseline Undergraduate 
Enrollment Demand



Second Finding

 The state should prepare for 57,000 
additional undergraduates by 2015 above 
the fall 2008 peak enrollment level.



Third Finding

 Beginning in fall 2013, the system will be 
asked for the first time to serve more than 
400,000 undergraduates during each fall 
term. 



Mid-Range CSU Undergraduate 
Enrollment Demand Forecast



Fourth Finding

 The Legislative Analyst’s Office reports that it is 
unlikely that the state will have sufficient revenue 
to fund enrollment growth in the near term. This 
will result in significant pent-up demand. If CSU 
reduces enrollment by 40,000 over the next two 
years because of reduced funding, nearly 
56,000 prospective students might be denied 
access to the State University by fall 2011. This 
latter figure is referred to in this report as the net 
loss in college opportunity.





Fifth Finding

 With adequate funding, the state would 
make significant gains in the 
representation of Latino and Black 
students at the university level. CPEC’s
Mid-Range forecast indicates that between 
2008 and 2014, undergraduate demand by 
Latinos would increase by 44% and Blacks 
by 18.5%.



Sixth Finding

 Between 2015 and 2019, undergraduate 
demand is likely to remain virtually 
unchanged, due in part to projected 
declines in the number of public high 
school graduates, which will impact 
freshman enrollments at CSU, and slower 
community college growth during this 
period, which will slow the growth in CSU 
annual transfers.



Projected Public High School Graduates, 
2009-2019

Source: Department of Finance, California Public K-12 Graded Enrollment and 

High School Graduate Projections by County, 2009 Series. 



Next Steps

 This preliminary projection report will be 
discussed with CSU planners and a final 
report prepared for the Commission’s 
March 2010 meeting.  It will include an 
analysis of CSU physical capacity, similar 
to the one included in the community 
college enrollment demand study. 


